
Safe Routes to School Action Plan Development  
Williamston Community Schools 

  
Each year, Michigan State University (MSU) provides technical assistance to a select number of schools 
interested in developing Safe Routes to School (SRTS) action plans that may lead to funding for infrastructure 
improvements and program support. This assistance is provided at minimal cost to the schools through a grant 
between MSU and the Michigan Fitness Foundation (MFF). 

Assistance Provided by the MSU Team 
The MSU team is led by faculty and students from the School of Planning, Design & Construction (SPDC) and 
College of Engineering who perform the following tasks:    

• Assist the local school/community with the development of a SRTS action plan complete with strategies 
and design alternatives. This process includes conducting and analyzing surveys, walking audits, and 
similar activities required as part of the SRTS planning process. 

• Provide design assistance. This process involves up to three local meetings led by MSU professional 
designers and community planners along with professional traffic engineers.  

• Analyze walk/bike routes, including traffic analysis and concept drawings for proposed physical 
improvements, such as new sidewalks, pathways, bike lanes, crosswalks, ADA ramps, and signage. 

• Prepare the final Action Plan and provide electronic and report copies of the final products.  
 
About SRTS in Michigan 
The federal SRTS program provides the Michigan Department of Transportation with dedicated funding to 
help with infrastructure improvements and non-infrastructure activities to encourage and enable students to 
safely walk and bicycle to school. This funding is awarded on a competitive basis, and communities apply for 
funding after development of an Action Plan. The purpose of SRTS programs in Michigan are as follows:  

• To enable and encourage children, including those with disabilities, to walk and bicycle to school; 

• To make bicycling and walking to school a safer and more appealing transportation alternative, thereby 
encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle from an early age; and 

• To facilitate the planning, development, and implementation of projects and activities that will improve 
safety and reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution in the vicinity of schools. 
 

How You Can Assist! 
MSU has begun working with Williamston Community Schools towards development of Action Plans.  To start 
the planning process, MSU will lead a series of walking audits to assess the condition and safety of the 
sidewalks, pathways, and crosswalks along the primary routes leading to/from each school, in addition to 
nearby neighborhoods. MSU needs teachers, school administrators, parents, students, and residents to help 
perform these walking audits, which will occur after school releases on Tuesday, October 11.  MSU will 
provide all necessary instructions and materials on-site.  If interested in participating in the walking audits, 
please arrive at the following locations/times.  The walking audits will last approximately 90 minutes: 

• Elementary Schools: Meet outside the District Administration Office (418 Highland, Door #1) at 4:00 PM 

• High School/Middle School:  Meet at the Varsity Soccer Field Parking Lot at 3:45 PM 
 
MSU will also host a public kick-off meeting in the Middle School Board Room on Thursday, November 3 at 
6:00 PM (enter through Door #8 at the back of the building).  During this meeting, the MSU team will seek to 
obtain community feedback with respect to walking and bicycling to/from Williamston schools in terms of: 

• What is working well? 

• What is not working well? 

• What improvements are recommended?  
 
Feel free to contact Adam Spina spinaa@gowcs.net if you have any questions.   
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